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About This Workbook

This workbook is designed for beginners who are just starting to learn kanji or those at the
beginner level. It is divided into two parts, each including overviews of kanji, practice
exercises, and kanji lists.

e First 120 Kanji for Beginners: Includes all 76 kanji of the GCSE Foundation Tier and
about 100 JLPT N5-level kanji, plus 40 additional characters that bridge into the next
level. These 120 kanji cover 60% of the GCSE Higher Tier kaniji.

e Additional 80 Kanji for GCSE Higher Tier: Added to the first 120, these complete
the GCSE Higher Tier (200 total) and cover roughly 70% of JLPT N4 kanii.

The workbook's unique feature is that it introduces kanji as vocabulary. The exercises aim
to enhance reading skills and build confidence by instinctively connecting kanji characters
with their meanings and pronunciations. Below are the common struggles many beginners
face when studying kaniji, and how this workbook helps to overcome them.

1. Too many things to learn at once.
—> Organise vocabulary by topic, take it step by step.
e Connect kanji vocabulary with meanings in English. (B & 9 H: Sunday)
e Connect kanji vocabulary with readings. (B & 9 B: 125 & 95 U)
e Read kanji in sentences.

2. Hard to memorise multiple readings.
—> Focus on one reading at a time, no more than two.

Only the readings relevant to the topic are introduced, allowing learners to concentrate.
Other readings will appear in different chapters.

3. Easy to forget.
—> Make reviewing easier with kanji lists.

After learning the first 120 kanji and the additional 80 kanji, there are kaniji lists available
for each of them. Rather than worrying about forgetting, regularly revisiting these lists
helps build confidence.

4. Writing kaniji is difficult.
— Focus on reading practice. Learn stroke patterns first.

The workbook includes writing exercises in each chapter, but it prioritises developing
reading skills. Being able to read kanji makes it easier to recall their shapes.

The basic stroke patterns are introduced in the Kanji Writing Tips section at the
beginning so please check that first.
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Kanji Writing Tips

Learning the stroke order helps make your kanji writing clearer and faster. Once you
understand the basic patterns, you won't need to keep checking how to write new kanji. It is
also useful to familiarise yourself with the characteristic strokes and basic structures of
complex kanji.

1. Basic Kanji Stroke Order

1) Basic Lines (=: three) (JII: river) o ) I |
Write horizontal strokes from left to right. If there are multiple :———

strokes, start from the top. Write vertical strokes from top to
bottom. If there are multiple strokes, start from the left.

2) Cross Strokes (+: ten)

Write the horizontal stroke first, then the vertical stroke. A

3) Diagonal Strokes (A: person)

Write the left stroke first, followed by the right stroke.

4) Box-Shaped Kanji (2: mouth) XID ’

Write the left vertical stroke first.
Next, write the top horizontal stroke with the corner and
extend the line down (1 stroke).
Then write the bottom horizontal stroke from left to right.

5) Box-Shaped Kanji with Inner Lines (H: sun, &: rice field) 1 B

Write the outer frame except for the bottom line first, . 5

then the inner lines and finally complete the bottom line.

6) Kanji with a Central Vertical Line (¥F: inside, &: write)

Complete the frame-like structure, and any horizontal strokes ‘ _1__53_
first. Then draw the central vertical line at the end. ZE:Z ] ==
7
7) Slanted Frame (%: woman, &: mother)

Write < line from the top. After the turn, extend it towards

the bottom right area. The following strokes can vary.



2. Unique Lines
1) Short top sweeping strokes from right to left (: thousand, #A: 1)

2) Slightly curved strokes, like a bow with a hook (F: child, : hand)

1):'. ;FL\ % %;

3) L-shaped strokes with or without an upward hook (t: seven,/L: nine)

4) Strokes that hook leftward from a vertical line (7K: water, A: moon)

&L KA

5) Short stroke, like a dot. (X: dog, &: mother)

6) Lid and roof shapes. Start from the central dot. (7: six, &: house)
‘
) 7 : 5 6) Z N\ %

3. Basic Structure of Complex Kanji
1) Top-Bottom (&: man, 5: now)
Write the top part first, then the bottom part.

T H 5
2) Left-Right (%A: |, £&: language)
Write the left part first, then the right part.

~ £,
A
=4
3) Gate (F: duration, f&: listen)

First, write the left part, then the right part following the stroke order of H. Finally, write
the middle part.

2] & 1 ﬁ




First 120 Kanji for Beginner

1. Numbers 1 (1-5,10)

1. Kaniji overview

— = = mwm A +
One Two Three Four Five Ten
WwH 1z A LA > CwH
2. Write the meaning of the kanji as a number.
— A +
g = -
T— A+ —+=
3. Match the word with the kaniji.
1 T A a. = b. = c. +
2 LA a. | b. g c. &
3 = a. b. £ c. A
4 Cw 9 a. t b. + c. ¥

4. Read the sentences. Check the ones you can read.

.

NWE. —BKFTY,
L L

2) BN S ZREFTARATLILET,

3) H 2L EATT,

AHVWHHridmIVWTT,
5y LI +EIVWTT,

[
[
[
[
[

e e e ) —]




Level-Up: Chinese-based Reading (on-yomi) and Japanese
Reading (kun-yomi)

Kanji came to Japan from China with their Chinese pronunciations.

—Z =MW is'yi, er (or 'ni" in ancient times), san, si' in Chinese, which became
'ichi, ni, san, si' in Japanese. Kanji were also adapted for Japanese words
based on their meanings. For example, Japanese counting 'hitotsu, futatsu,
mittsu, yottsu' is written as —>, =2, =, @D,

Chinese-based readings are called on-yomi, and Japanese ones are called
kun-yomi. Identifying them can be useful but you should not worry too much,
as even native speakers do not always know which one is being used.
On-yomi is often used in compound words, so its reading as a single character
doesn’t make sense, although number kanji are exceptions. BF in —BF (\\ 6
C: one o'clock) is read as 'ji', but 'ji' by itself is not a word. Kun-yomi, on the

other hand, is easier to understand because it is based on Japanese words
and represents the meaning directly. Kun-yomi is often accompanied by

hiragana to form vocabulary, such as —> (Ut ¥ 2)and & = (3 = like).

5. Read the words.

1) —> 2) =2 3) =7 4) @D
6. Write the kaniji.
one W 5 two b three < A

four &£ A

==l e ee 0,0
af it Voo e '
o2 oo oo




2. Numbers 2 (4-9)

1. Kaniji overview

Nt T
C
h 7\ /\
Four Five Six Seven Eight Nine
LA z %< R (g T
2. Write the meaning of the kanji as a number.
J\ A +
7 7~ g
3. Match the word with the kaniji.
1 LA a.h b. /\ c. ™
2 Z a. 7u b. 75 c.h
3 5 < a. /\ b. £ c. <
4 A a.t b. /L c. +
5 gy a. /\ b. £ c. 7~
6 T ) a. /< b. + c. 1L

4. Read the sentences. Check the ones you can read.
C
1) REFICEEFET,

!
2) NEFIZ D5 2 H I WEE T,

JyprLliF +EIVTT,

4) W FE, AW TT,

[
[

]
]




5. Write the kaniji.

£ A

four

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| %MT:: IR I I
| | | | | | . | |
| | | | | | - | 6 | _
| | | | | | | | |
| | | | | | | | |
| | | | | | ¢ | S | |
b e - |- = = - - D N
[ [ [ [ [ [ [ 2 [ [
| | | | | | | | =
| | | | | | | | .
TR KRR (SRl (TR [ s ol o R PR RS AR | i s e | FEARRSIAR] PR IR R dhlll_ |||||| I s e [ |
| | | | | | | | |
| | | | | | | | .ILV
i i i i i i “ “ e
a0 sl e el e L h\'_fv Emvd B
| | | | | | i |
“ | " _ “ | _ _ )
I _ i i i _ i i
- f R T _/ R X R _ R _ -
L “ “ : “ _ _ _ _
\ ~
lm :lﬁ Vi N| ...na|| "| . .5|z\_||| wﬂ Z|||_ |||||| _||| .
N o). o s ol =~ [ [
2 1T IN ( a gl R R e
o | o | t\ o s ~
g e o] ml A R )| S| - A m_|||_||| m-||_|||
. . o« _ R 1 o c ¥ > D )
| | e |
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Level-Up: Kanji Number with Multiple Readings

Kanji 19 (& A : four), £ (% % seven), /L (¥ » 9 ) have additional readings,

which are used in combination with counters. With ‘~ =% (< \\ : - years old)’,
™, t, /u are read in their basic way. However, with the following counters,

their additional readings are used in a mixed way.
e ~ A (IZA : number of people)
o ~HBf (U : oclock)
e ~ A (%2 : month)

M\t LA TV Tt B TV nF Twsy Tw
g Vl:l/\ili‘h ‘l': TtARR K\/u LA %@‘5 IZA
mEE & L tBE LS C LB < L
™A L 2> tA LbL 5> LA < #¥
6. Choose the correct reading.
1)t);f‘\ (@72 - LB) TV
2) €8 (- LB)
mtg (872 - LB) 5
HRT (e <) Fu
S)AE (2w - <) 2o
6) LEE (23 - <) U
Nt (LA L L) Tu
8)mA (LA L) Itk
o) mEE (kA& L) L
10)mA (LA - & L) 4o

11




3. Self-Introduction

1. Kaniji overview

]
I Japan Nationality Language
vz L IZIZA CA >
2. Write the meaning of the word in English.
1 FA 2 H A&
3| HAERA s 1 F)AA
5| BAREE 6| A \NZE
3. Choose the correct reading for the kanji.
1 FA a.2 b.C A c. 1213 A d. h7= L
2 H A a.2 b.U A c. 1ZIFA d. H7= L
3 HARA a. lclFA b. 1ZIFA LA c.\ZlEA
4 AFN)ZAA| a4FIRT b AVT c.1¥YURLA
5 A \\ZE a. A ¥YZ2Z b AN c. 1¥Y2RLA
6 HAzE a ICIFA T b. IZIFA LA c. IZIEA
4. Read the sentences. Check the ones you can read.
NHIE A FYZATT. [ ]
NFD rHEEIE BEAATT. [ ]
)AL AWVEE IR LET, BERENLTIL OOV IET. [ ]

12




5. Write the kaniji.

7 — —
I .
, | .
| . 0 :
7 “““
- - ” m
, ]
| , |
|- . , , ,
- A = , ,
ARt | * ﬁ
4 u4ﬁ‘ " ” " D
, | |
, | |
, ” ” Inm
| | T :
N | , .
- . ‘T.\/\,H ”
- - - < ”
| ” , t
- ﬁ
,
, Ll ”
| ﬁ *
, . , ,
7 1
| ﬂ.m p, , :
, , | 3 10
” T W Bx ot ARV
a\\ I\\\\
,/\,‘ i E.ﬂoﬁ H\ , .\p» ot
\/T.A, .ﬁ', | e e
< ; , 2 , . mv»\”\Vw\ _._.m\
[s0] 7 , 2 | _.'
el c | =’ .
| L/‘p‘ TN - | 7101Ld
Y X ,
ek ol | ) : 2
< 3} | 2 | muuqm;w'\rrw\ .
~ 7 | |0ft) ,\“ O|\ r_..'
6 . ”.\pi a\ﬁ&\\ : m .\,\ Vnu.\»:.rw
Nde—| = L] -l
) ]
b
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4. People

1. Kaniji overview

AT T F
Person Child Woman Man
[0} Z AR Hrl
2. Write the meaning of the word in English.
1 A 2| FrH
3 5 A Z
5| B A 6| WLDHA
7 BohF 8 LN F
3. Choose the correct reading for each kaniji.
1 A a.BA% b.BrZT c Xt dUvr
2 57 a.baA’e b.BEZ c.2¥¢dH d vk
3 3 a.baA’e b.BEZ c.2¥¢dH d vk
4| FEH | aBAk b BrZ cIrbH d U
5| LDF | abaAknl b.BrImnzZ
6| LDAN | abrInvk b. BALNDU YL
7l BOF | abrIZonvk b.HrZmnZ
8| BOAN | abrIonvr b. BALNU YL

14




4. Read the sentences. Check the ones you can read.
N HOAE ENTTH. [ ] 2)BOFHVET, [ ]
) HOLDFIE ENTITH. [ ] HFHDOFLELETT, [ ]
5) BAZED tATWIE BEOA TT. [ ]

5. Write the kaniji.

p
N

N
—
T
L

person U X

s arfeme el

4 {

man HYLCZ

==1k==

o= — Ryt = —-

b AR [ RS brc =

15



5. Family

1. Kaniji overview

g R

AN

K

A

Mother Father Dog Home What? Number of
(=g 55 YA WA R A people
BhbhIA | BLITA 97 < l<h
2. Write the meaning of the word in English.
& X
1 2 N
HERTA HEXI A
N == N
3 A 4 K< <
5 x 6 =A
A A
7 Al A

3. Choose the correct reading for the kanji.

11 BEHITA
2

3] BXTA
. X

5 A

6 K< <
7 £3

8 (EIPAN

a. "% <
b. \ &

c. [T
dErHT A
e.brITA
f.5%5

g. %Al A
h.\\ 4

16




4. Read the sentences. Check the ones you can read.
NERZLIE ZATT, [
2) ) BIT RHANVWET, [
I BHTAYL BRIAW ITAZTTTh, |
4) R BT XITLWTT, [
5) HL Fad T, [

e e e e —]

Level-Up: Counting People

The counter suffix A is placed after the number and is read as ‘nin’. There are
special readings for counting one person and two people.

e One person —A vrlY
e Two people - STz Y)
e Three people = IAITA
e Four people 9 A FITA
e Five people AN Ay
e How many people? A A A

5. Level-Up Exercise

There are multiple readings for the kaniji A, and you need to read it depending
on the context. Choose the correct reading for the usage.

1) British nationality
1¥1) XA (a. DK b. IZA c. Ca)

2) That person
HDA (a. 0k b. IZA c. LA)

3) Three people
=A (a. TAVY b. TAICTA c. TALA)

4) One person

—A (a. WHBIZA b.VEICA cDXY)

17



6. Write the kanii.

mother (& (&
9 9. '
FAY BEAYRIA
father B &
21N\ 2N 21N\
\ W \ W \ W 4
N &b
”: . 1 /
<1 3
. |/
£
”: . 1 /
g o
4 4
dog W\ &R
T~ R R
s \ = '\\ = .\\
house \\ & \
$ 3 3 3 N\
pamtiemey | pamiem— | e—— > 4
A . 4 >
K o K K
how mony people & A s
] | ] #= A ] #=9 4

18




Additional 80 Kanji for GCSE Higher Tier

1H. Family and Siblings

1. Kaniji overview

4

Older sister

H1
HRATA

Ve

Older brother Younger sister
Hlc Wk
BITWITA

K

2
Younger brother
Brok

X I&

L

GEE 7S

Family Siblings, brothers Sisters
"% < TrHfn LEw
2. Write the meaning of the word in English.
1 G 2 5
3 73 4 EL
5| KIk 6 L
7| WhEK 8 &
9 R 10 A
3. Choose the correct reading for the word.
1 K Ik aXrirw b HZEL c. LW
2 Vi aXrirw b HZEL c. LW
3] BATIA | abHIlTVWIAL b BIZWIAL ¢ BIITA
4 BWHETAL | aahHhHATA b BRATA o BRAIA

72




5 JL a. I b. I c. 1 d. H1
6 & a. 1 b. H 1 c. BA  d. Hh
7 oK a.\WbHr b. \WH -k c.brok
8 % a.brok b. Br ¥ c.hbrix

4. Read the sentences. Check the ones you can read.

1) RIRIEW™ATT, [ ] 2) BNNZAWVE T, [ ]
J) BT AWTATTY, [ ] 4)FIE TR T, [ ]
5) RITFETT, [ ] ) mpIEVERA., [ ]

5. Write the kanii.

2

4 1
' __L— - ! ° \ 3
25 8 ! 2 4 3-—-—"
s 7 3 5 . 4 8 5 4373
6 6
43 5 =y O f 45
> 1

H I

Wt LY

n A £ L
\ / ;

73



Kanji List:

How to use

First 120 Kanji for Beginner

1. Write the meanings in English and the readings in hiragana.

2. Cover the meanings and readings and then test yourself.

3. Read the example sentences.

1-2. Numbers

Kanji Meaning Reading Example Sentence
\l\.g C 1=
’ _ —BFICVBTIIATERET,
one .
VE(P-Y) =5 (2) - —A(1TA)
Iz W L .
5 — N S, ZBETY,
- S (DY) =25 ZA
M
; — T A ZEICHBIIHrZY E T,
— 7=
#2 () I picryi=oa~z L.
La & wAldmA T,
HD I2IE A W
4 V.g L mAICHEARIZITEET,
£- (M) 95
> b%:l, ¢ 1A +
= h DODZTLIEAATT,
5
ﬂ W2 (D) b i)
HD
. e 5 < KEFZ 2 HY £,
/N £-(2) | x>
5
L% tRICBEET,
Fo Fo IZA
7 + <7 T EATT,
%7 () £t
L H> 29 W
J\ 5 A F TS ST,
8 s
o (D) N
x <~ =L RAEW .
SRR Fh I EETT,
M
9 7.1, < AEICTFT=2% L F7,
220 (D) o
. < L Tw .
0 Cw 9 i+ AaT T,
£h A

112




3. Self-Introduction

Kaniji Meaning Reading Example Sentence
A LB B Y TT,
BZIK BAOT=AERET,

~ A ~Lh TAYAA
4 F') A LAFYVRLA | HATABAFY ZATT,
HARA KIZA LA | B0 TARBERATT,
’v";;% ~Z AWE
HAzE IKEAT | BRENT I LAY T,
A\\EB AT | iumEELET,
. People
Kanji Meaning Reading Example Sentence
A Dr HOAEENTT b,
Frg PHOVWFELTT 4,
Z
E2
LD A BABOVY | ko A3k & TF b
BhA BLIOVL | HOBEDOAEL->TVETH,
T F BABDZ | TAEREZDFTTN,
EDF BYI0Z | 3033t Ty,

113




5. Family

Kaniji Meaning Reading Example Sentence
1 BRI A BAbTh | BBIAZCEHLOTT.
2 | XTI A BYi3Th | BREAZBEATT,
nLo» .
3 [~} BIISEHTEELSWVWTVWET,
AN N2 9 .
4 RIEFERTIRESWTWET,
5 : 3HIRVET,
6 F Wi | ROREHZZTT,
71 FEFL #EC | THIBRZCOLY LATT,
8 ~ A ~ich | EA
9 = XAch | IFCORFCREATT,
10 1] A RhAhA | BELZAATT D

114




Kanji List (H): Additional 80 Kanji for GCSE Higher Tier

How to use

1. Write the meanings in English and the readings in hiragana.

2. Cover the meanings and readings and then test yourself.

3. Read the example sentences.

1H. Family and Siblings

Kaniji Meaning Reading Example Sentence
1 cdi3 HEL | BBEWATT,
2 Gl H W+ AT T,
3| P A B AR CABATT A,
L&Hd
4 L bl RIEARA VEN EFTT,
kil
\ BRIAGEZIEATHET
s BRYA 5%
ﬁ younger I AT, AT
6 sister TR v °
ounger AN
7 2 yourae! BN R ETT,
8 Wk FEORG | RIREFZAVET,
9 Lhik LEw | RS AEHTT,

128




